Spatial Distribution of Women Students

In Chittoor district, the female enrolment rate fell from 27% in
1991-92 to 24% in 1992-93 and in Cuddapah district female rate fell
from 28% in 1991-92 to 24% in 1992-93. Though Chittoor and Cuddapah
districts are leading in female literacy rates with 36.44% and 32.35%
respectively (1991 census) there is a fall in female enrolment, which is
contradictory to the assumption that high female literacy leads to increase
in women enrolment (Table-13).

CONCLUSIONS

The profile of the women undergraduate students of Dr JB.R.A.O.U
strongly endorses the fact that Dr.B.R.Ambedkar Open University has
had a great impact on adult women.

There has been a gradual increase in the percentage of women of
the younger generation due to the relaxation in the age limit which
indicates that many women are opting for Open University willingly.

It is essential to start study centres in tribal areas to enable the
women from tribal areas to utilise this opportunity.

The spatial distribution of women is mainly influenced by the female
literacy rates of the regions/districts of Andhra Pradesh. Usually high
female literacy and economic well-being of the people of that area go
together. It is evident that in the districts of the Andhra area, like West
Godavari, East Godavari, Krishna and Nellore, (the rich districts with
high per capita income) economic well-being leads to leisure and there
is scope for women to improve their qualifications, income and talents.
The districts with low female literacy are economically backward where
the women have to spend their whole day in working for a livelihood
or household chores. Work leads to lack of leisure to improve the
conditions of life. Hence, in economically backward districts/areas with
low-female literacy, it is appropriate to start skill oriented vocational
courses that fetch them some income along with literacy programmes.
This may attract more women from those areas. The other factors that
influence the rate of enrolment is number-and proximity of the study
centres. The strengthening of the existing correspondence directorates
and starting of new Distance Education Directorates is also influencing,
to some extent, the distribution rate from the catchment areas of that
D.E. directorates. Obviously the fall in the female enrolment rates in
areas like Chittoor district despite the larger number of study centres
and relatively high female literacy rates might be due to economic, socio
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